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CONFIDENTIAL CAPE TOWN 1072 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDEV, SF, WA 

SUBJ: NAMIBIA: SAG RELEASES 63 PRISONERS 

1 . THE REUTERS OFFICE IN JOHANNESBURG INFORMS US THAT, 

ACCORDING TO THE 1 P.M. NEWS BROADCAST MAY 27 AND A 
SUBSEQUENT SAPA RELEASE, THE SAG HAS ANNOUNCED THE RELEASE 
OF 63 PERSONS CAPTURED IN THE MAY 4 RAID INTO ANGOLA. 

ACCORDING TO THE RELEASE, THOSE CAPTURED IN ANGOLA 
INCLUDED HARD-CORE TERRORISTS, HALF-TRAINED TERRORISTS, 

AND ACCOMPLICES. THOSE RELEASED TODAY WERE REPORTEDLY 
IN THE LAST TWO GROUPS. NO FIGURE WAS GIVEN FOR THOSE 
REMAINING IN CUSTODY. THE FREED PRISONERS WERE SAID TO 
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HAVE BEEN EITHER DUPED OR TAKEN FROM NAMIBIA TO 
ANGOLA AGAINST THEIR WILL BY SWAPO TERRORISTS. AN 
SADF SPOKESMAN REPORTEDLY SAID THAT THOSE RELEASED 
NO LONGER HAD INFORMATION OF VALUE TO THE SECURITY 
FORCES. THE REUTERS OFFICE REPORTED THAT SAPA LINKED 
THE PRISONER RELEASE TO AMBASSADOR MCHENRY'S RECENT 
CALL FOR POISITIVE MOVES BY SOUTH AFRICA TO RESTORE 
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MOMENTUM TO THE WESTERN INITIATIVE. 

2. COMMENT: IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS WHETHER WE CONSIDER 
THE SAG MOVE A POSITIVE STEP IN TERMS OF THE WESTERN 
INITIATIVE, WE SUGGEST THE FOLLOWING RESPONSE: "THE 
SAG RELEASE OF 63 PERSONS CAPTURED IN THE MAY 4 RAID INTO 
ANGOLA IS, OF COURSE, WELCOME. IT IS DOUBLY WELCOME IF 
IT REFLECTS AN INTENTION BY THE SOUTH AFRICAN AUTHORITIES 
TO TAKE STEPS AIMED AT BUILDING THE ATMOSPHERE OF 
CONFIDENCE AND TRUST NEEDED TO MOVE AHEAD NOW TO A 
PEACEFUL AND INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTABLE TRANSITION OF 
NAMIBIA TO INDEPENDENCE." 

EDMONDSON 
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